POPULAR TALES

to see her, or send to her, the next day. But the next day,
when I went to the library to look into a book of botany, my
attention was caught by some new reviews, which were just
arrived from London. I put off the examination of the Kalmia
latifolia till the clay after. To-morrow, said I, will do just as
well, for I know the cook will not dress the pheasants to-clay:
old Hudson does not like them till they have been kept a day
or two.

To-morrow came, and the leaves were forgotten till evening,
when I saw them lying on my table, and put them out of the
way, lest my little boy should find and eat them. I was sorry
that I had not examined them this day, but I satisfied myself in
the same way as I had done before : to-morrow will do as well;
the cook will not dress the pheasants to-day ; old Hudson thinks
them the better for being kept two or three days.

To-morrow came ; but, as the leaves of the Kalmia latifolia
were out of my sight, they went out of my mind. I was invited
to an entertainment this day at the mayor's: there was a large
company, and after dinner I was called upon, as usual, for a
song ; the favourite song of

' Dance find sing, Time's on the wins,
Life never knows return of spring ;'

when a gentleman came in, pale and breathless, to tell us that
Mr. Hudson and three gentlemen who had been dining with
him, were suddenly seized with convulsions after eating of a
pheasant, and that they were not expected to live. My blood
ran cold : I exclaimed, 'My God! 1 am answerable for this,'
On my making this exclamation, there was innncdiate silence in
the room ; and every eye turned upon me with astonishment and
horror. I fell back in my chair, and what passed afterward I
know not; but when I came to myself, 1 found two men in the
room with me, who were set to guard me. The bottles and
glasses were still upon the table, but the company were all dis-
persed ; and the mayor, as my guards informed me, was gone to
Mr. Hudson's to take his dying deposition.

In this instance, as in all cases of sudden alarm, report had
exaggerated the evil: Mr. Hudson, though extremely ill, was
not dying ; his three guests, after some hours' illness, wore per-
fectly recovered. Mr. Hudson, who had eaten the most plenti-
fully of the pheasant, was not himself^ as he said, for two days ;
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